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Creating Table-Based Hyperlinks in ArcGIS 9.x 

One very useful function of ArcGIS is the creation of hyperlinks. You can set up hyperlinks for any of your features, 

allowing the viewer to click on a specific feature and have it open a specific document, website, or macro. For 

example, you could have each well feature link to a document with all of that well's information, or each apartment 

building link to a blueprint document. We've compiled a short set of helpful instructions which can aid you when 

creating hyperlinks. For further help with creating hyperlinks, you can always view the ArcGIS Desktop Help (try 

searching for links, between documents). 

Here we will focus on creating hyperlinks within your attribute table, so they are available where ever and whenever 

the data is used. 

 

1. Add a new text field to your attribute table. 
Hyperlinks cannot be set up unless you have the directory path and file name in a text field of 

your attribute table. It can be a path to a local document (like on your C:\ drive, or on the disc 

with your map), a URL that points to a website, or a Macro that you create. 

Add a new text field to your attribute table and make sure it has an adequate length to store your 

path names. 

    
 

 

2. Populate the new field with your hyperlinks. 
If all of your links are stored in the same placed, and named similarly, you 

can populate this column easily with an expression using the Calculate 

Values option. For example, if all of your documents to-be-linked are 

stored in C:\NorthCarolina\NationalForests, you can build the following 

expression: “C:\NorthCarolina\NationalForests\” & [NAME] & “.doc” 
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As you can see, I have quickly calculated the values for each of my hyperlinks. 

 

 
 

3. Make sure your layer supports hyperlinks. 
Visit the Display tab of your Layer Properties window and make sure the checkbox is turned on 

next to Support Hyperlinks using field. This is where you will be able to specify whether 

they will link to documents, websites, or macros; you will also need to specify which field in your 

table points to the hyperlink addresses. 

 

 
 

 

 

If you are using full paths for each hyperlink, you are now finished, and ready to use your links! Go ahead 

to step 5. If you would prefer to use relative path names for your links, please see step 4 below.
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4. Set the relative base path for all hyperlinks in your 

map document (optional). 
If all of your documents to be linked are stored in the same 

folder, you can save yourself some time by setting the 

relative path (example: C:\TexasMaps\Documents). You 

can do this by visiting your Map Properties (located in the 

main File menu); you will see an option near the bottom 

for Hyperlink base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are going to use the relative hyperlink base, your expression for the Field Calculator, when 

populating the Links field in your attribute table, will be different. For this example, you could 

just use the expression: [NAME] & “.doc” 

 

            
 

 

5. Once you have your hyperlinks set up, you can use them with the Hyperlink tool in the toolbar. 
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More Helpful Tips 
 

1. ArcGIS automatically adds a / to the URL hyperlinks and a \ to the document hyperlinks, after the 

hyperlink base. You can remove this if you choose, by changing a setting in the ArcMap 

Advanced Settings Utility, which is located in your ArcGIS installation directory in the Utilities 

folder. 

 

2. There are a few shortcuts you can use when typing the file names, if you are not setting a relative 

path base.  
 

a. If your file is named document.doc located one level up in the file system, in a folder 

named folder you can use the following: ..\folder\document.doc   
b. If your file is located in a folder within the current level of the file system, you can use 

the following: folder\document.doc. 
 

3. You can also view your hyperlinks with the Identify tool.   

When you identify a feature with a hyperlink, it will show you the link as another field along with 

all the others listed. You can click on it to open the document (note: in order for this function 

work with ArcGIS9.2 you must have the full path in the Link field, not using the relative path 

base). 


